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That was quite a term!  
 

One day back in school in January before a national lockdown and nine weeks of remote learning/ 

face to face learning. The way that everyone adapted and supported both the children and each 

other was testimony to the fantastic community of parents and staff here at Rydon.  
 

Today, Catherine Willcocks, our new headteacher from September, visited and spent the day with 

us. Over the coming term she will spend more time in school getting to know children, families and 

the wider community as well as spending time with the staff team to ensure a smooth transition for 

all. 
 

As we approach the end of another term, we say farewell to Alexia Hollingsworth who has been a 

fantastic SENCo for the past two years.  We would like to thank her for all the support she has given 

to staff, children and parents, and wish her lots of happiness and health in the future. 
 

As always, I would like to thank you all for your support and especially for your efforts with remote 

learning over the past term. 
 

Wishing you all a happy and healthy Easter break. We look forward to welcoming  you all back in 

school on Monday 19th April.  

Best wishes, 

 

Message from our New SENDCo—Mary Twomey 
 

Hello! 

 

I am writing to introduce myself as the new SENDCo for Rydon Primary School. I am absolutely delight-

ed to have been appointed to this role and very much look forward to joining the school after Easter. 

I have a wide range of experience both as a teacher and SENDCo. I have worked in both main-

stream and special schools and taught the full primary age range. In 2010, I decided to pursue my 

passion for Special Educational Needs and undertook the National SENDCo Award. Since then, I 

have not looked back and have worked as SENDCo in a variety of schools.  

 

From my experience of being a SENDCo over the past ten years and a teacher for over fifteen years, 

I know that success depends on us all working together. I look forward to continuing the efforts to 

help support you and your child following what has been and continues to 

be a strange and challenging time.  

 

I am really looking forward to getting to know everyone at the school and 

working with you as your child continues their journey at Rydon School.  
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RESPECT — RESILIENCE — RESPONSIBILITY — TEAMWORK 

Words of the moment 

 

 

 

Patch   Meaning—a patch on a surface is a part if it 

which is different in appearance from the area 

around it. 
 

There was a muddy patch in the field where the Easter 

Bunny had nibbled the grass. 

 

Exaggerate  -  Meaning  - if you exaggerate, you 

indicate that something is, for example, worse or more 

important than it really is. 

 

Ryan should not exaggerate how many chocolate 

eggs he had eaten. 

Last Day of term Thursday 1st April 2021 

Slight change to the menu: 
There is a slight change of menu for our last day of term, Thursday 1st April. 

 

 

Wholemeal Ham Pizza 

Or 

Wholemeal Cheese and tomato Pizza 

 

Served with: 

Oven baked chips and peas 

 

Or 

Cheese Baguette picnic bag 

 

Dessert of the day  

Changes to Arrangements at the Start 

and End of the Day 

 

One change that we will be making in the 

hope of relieving pressure and    congestion 

on Avery Hill is to slightly change the          

arrangements at the start and end of the 

day.   

 

From Monday 19th April we are asking       

children in Year Five and Year Six to use the 

top playground entrance at the start and 

end of the day. Children in Year Three and 

Year Four will be using the   entrance on the 

front playground. The times for the start of 

the day will remain the same as they are 

now. Arrangements for all other year groups 

will  remain as they are now. 

Covid Arrangements 
 

It has been reassuring to see that some lockdown restrictions are starting to be lifted. Here at Rydon, 

we will continue to follow the national guidance and it is imperative that we maintain our safe        

systems of control as we have been doing, including minimising contact, keeping pupils in consistent 

groups/bubbles, and insisting on good hand hygiene. Please can parents continue to wear a face 

covering when on the playground at the start and end of the day. 

 

It is hoped that we can start school trips in the new term and we will be starting clubs in year group 

bubbles from 10th May (more details to follow). 

Moving forward, we will look at arrangements for whole school events such as Sports Days and   

Christmas performances to ensure they take place in a Covid-safe way in accordance with the     

national guidance. 



RYDON PRIMARY SCHOOL - TERM AND HOLIDAY DATES 2021/2022 

 

Important dates for your calendar: 

Non-Pupil days 2021: Mon 6th Sept, Fri 22nd Oct, Mon 29th November 

Non-Pupil/Training days in 2022: Monday 14th March, 25th & 26th July. 

May Day in 2022 Monday 2nd May. 

  Autumn Term Spring Term 2022 Summer Term 

Begins 

  

Half Term 

  

Last day of term 

7th Sept (Tues) 

  

25th   – 29th Oct 

  

17th Dec (Fri) 

4th Jan (Tues) 

  

21st – 25th Feb 

  

8th April (Fri) 

25th April (Mon) 

  

30th May – 3rd June 

  

22nd July (Fri) 

RED NOSE DAY  

Thank you to everyone 

who took part in the Red 

Nose Day on Friday 19th 

March. Thank you for your donations to-

wards this very worthwhile charity, we 

raised  £387.00.  Well done. 

**KS 2 SCHOOL 

MEALS DEBT** 

We still have far too many parents who  

owe for school dinners. The current debt is 

over £700.00. If you have received a text  remind-

er from school, please ensure your account is bought 

up to date  before ordering any more school meals. If 

you are unable to make any payments by the end of 

this term, please come in to see us to  arrange a pay-

ment plan. In the meantime, please send your child in 

with a packed lunch so you are not adding to your 

debt. If you think you may be entitled to receive Free 

School Meals, please call the office for more           

information.  

Non-payment for school meals affects the quality of 

service we are able to offer to the children, therefore 

we need to ensure that all accounts are up-to-date. 

Your account will  need to be in credit for the start of 

the Summer Term 2021. 

Parents Association Messages: 

PA Meeting -20th April 2021  

The PA would like to invite you to join us for 

the next PA meeting due to take place on 

Tuesday 20th April 2021 at 7pm.  This meeting 

will take place as a virtual meeting via 

Zoom.    
 

If you would like to participate in this meet-

i ng,  p lease emai l  the PA at 

PA@rydonprimary.org.uk and we will email 

the details of how you can join this meeting, 

the day before.  

 

Coin Drawing Competition 
The PA are planning a new fundraiser and 

are asking your children to save a few coins 

over the Easter holidays ready for the Class 

Coin Drawing Competition.  More infor-

mation to follow . . . . .     
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