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Science Day at Rydon 
Last Friday was Science Day at Rydon! The children had the fantastic opportunity to experience a 

day full of fun-packed activities.  There were a range of topics covered, from Plants to Space!  It 

was a great chance for the children to take part in a variety of experiments, develop their scientific 

skills and work as part of a team. Here are a few photos of 

the day. 

PA Christmas Raffle 
 

Thanks to everyone who do-

nated items for this year’s 

Christmas raffle. We have 

some great  prizes this year that will be given out to 

the  children as we draw the tickets in a whole 

school virtual assembly on Friday 11th December. 

The Rydon Chickens 
 

On Friday we took delivery of a retired 

cockerel who needed rehoming. He has 

joined Lucky, Lily and Poppy and we are 

delighted to report that he has been       

accepted into their group and is settling in 

very well. The chickens will be celebrating 

their second anniversary at Rydon on    

Thursday, having arrived in December 2018.  Rydon’s 

Christmas 

Show 
As we are not able to hold our usual Christmas perfor-

mances with an audience, we have had to make   

different arrangements this year. The children have all 

been learning Christmas songs that they would like to 

share with you on Wednesday 16th December. 
 

A link to allow you to watch the children performing 

will be sent out on Wednesday and also posted on 

Seesaw. You will be able to watch the performances 

for a 30 day period. 
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Words of the moment 

 

 

pandemic  

Definition: A pandemic is a global (whole 

world) disease outbreak. The disease spreads 

easily from person to person, causes serious 

illness, and can sweep across the country 

and around the world in a very short time. 

Because there is little natural immunity, the 

disease can spread easily from person to 

person.  

vaccine 

Definition: A vaccine is a fluid that helps your 

body to become immune to a disease 

caused by certain germs. The vaccine con-

tains some part of the germ or the poison 

that germ makes, but the vaccine does not 

make you sick—it helps your body to protect 

itself from getting sick in the future. 

Awards 

Congratulations to the following children who have 

been chosen by their class teacher for the ‘Star of 

the Week’ award: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

W/C 24th November 

Go for it Gorilla—EYFS 

Exploring Elephant Y1/Y2 

EYFS 

Zara 

Georgina C 

 

KS1 

Elise 

Oscar 

Benjamin 

Finley 

 

 

 

 

 

The Christmas Silent Auction closes on Friday morning with final bids at 9-15am. Please take a look at 

the items/experiences on the boards on the front playground. If you would like to place a bid and 

are unable to go onto the front playground please either email or ring the school with your bid; 

 

MOT voucher donated by Westcountry MOT Station 

Gel manicure donated by Future Nails and Beauty 

Dog Grooming donated by K & C Dog Grooming  

Christmas cake made and donated by a grandparent 

Use of the Forest School for a child’s party 

Use of the School Hall or Field for a children’s party 

Eggs from the Rydon Chickens for a month 

Balloon Christmas Tree donated by Wave Balloons 

Chocolate cake baked by Miss Rootham 

Mirror will Writing Service donated by Scott Richards Solicitors 

A basket of clothing expertly ironed by Mr Banwell   

Gourmet Devon Food Hamper donated by WBW Solicitors 

 

Thanks to all those who have donated to the Silent Auction.  



Free School Meals over the Christmas Holidays 

Devon County Council have now put in place arrangements to provide supermarket vouchers to 

nearly 15,000 children across Devon who currently receive free school meals, to help their families buy 

groceries over the Christmas holidays. 

 

We don’t want anyone to miss out on this vital support so do look out for a letter or email from Devon 

County Council (DCC) from 8th December for details about how to access the vouchers or an          

alternative food box. 

 

From Tuesday 8th December DCC will be sending a unique code per child to all families known to the 

Local Authority, that are currently in receipt of Free School Meals.  If your child receives FSM and you 

do not receive any communication then please contact us at school as soon as possible.  Each code 

can be used once on a website called ‘Hawk Select’ to redeem vouchers to the value of £30.00 per 

child (£15 per week for the two weeks of school holidays) for Sainsbury’s, Tesco, Morrison’s, Asda, M&S 

Food and Waitrose. 

 

The website requires families to provide an email address for the vouchers to be sent to once they 

have chosen their preferred supermarket.  When received, they can save the vouchers to their phone 

or tablet to use online (depending on the supermarket) or show at the checkout in store. Alternatively, 

they can print the vouchers off to give to the cashier. 

 

If you do not have access to the internet or a mobile device to receive and store the vouchers on 

then please contact us at school so we can support you completing the process on the Hawk Select 

website and print off the vouchers for you. In this situation parents/carers will need to provide the 

school with their unique code in order for us to redeem the voucher on the Hawk Select website on 

their behalf. 

 

DCC education helpline is available on 0345 155 1019 for any questions about the distribution of the 

unique codes, and can be used by schools or parents.  There are also some useful FAQs on the Hawk 

Select website along with contact details for any technical support about using the codes and  

vouchers. 

 

If you think your child may now be eligible for FSM due to a recent change in the family’s                  

circumstances, please ensure you can access this holiday voucher support over Christmas by applying 

online through the Devon Citizens Portal to check if you are eligible as soon as possible. This is the 

quickest and easiest way for your eligibility to be assessed and you will get an instant decision.         

Alternatively, you can call Devon’s education helpline on 0345 155 1019.  To ensure that you receive 

the free school meals holiday vouchers for this Christmas period you should apply to Devon County 

Council by Friday 11th December 2020.  School will unfortunately be unable to assist after the 18th     

December. 

Use of Social Media 
 

Please can we remind parents to exercise caution when posting on Facebook and other social  media 

sites about named or identifiable  individuals. Whilst we recognise that social media is a very valuable 

communications tool, there are some pitfalls that social media users can sometimes fall into. It is easy 

to make postings in the spur of the moment as a reaction to something and to overlook that postings 

are permanent publications in the public domain that can cause upset to others. 


