
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RYDON PRIMARY SCHOOL  

 

CURRICULUM POLICY 

 

Rydon aims to help all children achieve by: 

 

1)  Increasing their Knowledge of subjects. 

2)  Developing their Skills of learning. 

3)  Helping them to understand Concepts and Ideas. 

4)  Building worthwhile Attitudes. 

Years 1 – 6 

 

The curriculum at Rydon School for Year 1 to Year 6 children is based upon the statutory 

National Curriculum for schools in the United Kingdom. The curriculum currently consists of 

three core subjects (English, Mathematics & Science) and  foundation subjects (Information 

and Communication Technology, Art and Design, Design Technology, Geography, History, 

Music, Modern Foreign Languages and Physical Education) and Religious Education.  

 

The curriculum is designed to be inclusive and our aim is to provide suitable challenges for 

all children including the more able, by responding to pupils’ diverse needs and overcoming 

barriers to learning for individuals. 

 

Each subject is under the leadership of a member of the teaching staff, who attends 

courses, organises in-service training for staff and ensures that the needs of the children are 

being fully met in that subject area.  

For each curricular area there exists documentation regarding the school policy for that 

subject.  These are regularly reviewed and updated in the light of changing practice, 

experience and legislation. Different areas of the curriculum are often taught through topics 

and themes. Parents are informed of the nature of these at the start of each new term.  

 

Staff are organised into teams 

 

The purpose of these teams is to: 

• Develop cross curricular links in planning. 
• Offer peer support – removing the problem of leading a subject in isolation. 
• Increase continuity – in the case of staff absence  
• Provide a forum for subject discussion and sharing of ideas. 
• Support new colleagues, involve everyone and develop teamwork. 
• Provide an opportunity for all subject areas to be discussed at some point. 

 

Teachers plan the work of the school together in order to ensure consistency and 

progression across classes and year groups. Short, medium and long term curriculum 

planning takes place so that effective classroom teaching can be achieved. The 

assessment of the quality of teaching as well as the assessment of children’s learning and 

understanding is a constant focus through ongoing lesson observations, work moderation 

and staff meetings. 

 



 

 

The children in each class are taught by a variety of methods including whole class 

teaching, group or individual work.  Whatever the methods, we aim always to challenge 

each child’s level of understanding. We keep detailed records of work and progress and 

these are shared with parents. In the autumn term there is a parent, child and teacher 

consultation meeting to discuss targets for learning. An annual report is then issued halfway 

through the year and is followed by parent-teacher consultations. In the summer term, 

following children’s assessments in Year 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6, a further report is sent home.   

 

 

The Early Years  Foundation Stage (EYFS)  Curriculum at Rydon School 

 

The Foundation Stage is a distinct phase of education in its own right and covers the age 

range 3 to the end of the Reception Year. 

 

At the end of the Foundation Stage most children are expected to achieve a series of Early 

Learning Goals across different areas. There are seven areas of learning and development 

which are important and inter-connected. Three areas are particularly crucial for igniting 

children’s curiosity and enthusiasm for learning, and for building their capacity to learn, form 

relationships and thrive. These three areas, the prime areas, are: communication and 

language; physical development; and personal, social and emotional development. There 

are a further four specific areas through which the three prime areas are strengthened and 

applied. These specific areas are:  literacy; mathematics; understanding the world and 

expressive arts and design. 

 

Aims of the Foundation Stage Curriculum 

 

To provide effective and meaningful experiences in a carefully structured curriculum. 

 

To utilise the natural play of the child in a structured and progressive manner which is 

gradually integrated into the more formal curriculum. 

 

To implement a curriculum learnt through exploration, play and talk in an indoor and 

outdoor environment. 

Areas of Learning for the Foundation Stage                     

 

Communication and language development involves giving children opportunities to 

experience a rich language environment; to develop their confidence and skills in 

expressing themselves; and to speak and listen in a range of situations. 

 

Physical development involves providing opportunities for young children to be active and 

interactive; and to develop their co-ordination, control, and movement. Children will also be 

helped to understand the importance of physical activity, and to make healthy choices in 

relation to food. 

 

Personal, social and emotional development involves helping children to develop a positive 

sense of themselves, and others; to form positive relationships and develop respect for 

others; to develop social skills and learn how to manage their feelings; to understand 

appropriate behaviour in groups; and to have confidence in their own abilities. 

 



 

 

Literacy development involves encouraging children to link sounds and letters and to begin 

to read and write. Children will be given access to a wide range of reading materials 

(books, poems, and other written materials) to ignite their interest. 

 

Mathematics involves providing children with opportunities to develop and improve their 

skills in counting, understanding and using numbers, calculating simple addition and 

subtraction problems; and to describe shapes, spaces, and measures. 

 

Understanding the world involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and 

their community through opportunities to explore, observe and find out about people, 

places, technology and the environment. 

 

Expressive arts and design involves enabling children to explore and play with a wide range 

of media and materials, as well as providing opportunities and encouragement for sharing 

their thoughts, ideas and feelings through a variety of activities in art, music, movement, 

dance, role-play, and design and technology. 

 

In the autumn term there is a parent and teacher consultation meeting to discuss how 

children have settled into school.  
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