
Keeping Children Safe in Education 

 

Children Missing Education 

Knowing where children are during school hours is an extremely important aspect of safeguarding. 

Missing school can be an indicator of abuse and neglect, and in older children may raise concerns 

around child sexual exploitation. Keeping Children Safe in Education (July 2015) says that schools 

should have: 

• staff who understand what to do when children do not attend regularly 

• appropriate policies, procedures and responses for pupils who go missing from education 

(especially on repeat occasions) 

• staff who know the signs and triggers for travelling to conflict zones, FGM and forced 

marriage 

• procedures to inform the local authority when they plan to take pupils off-roll because they 

are:  

o leaving school to be home educated; 

o no longer living close enough to the school to reasonably attend; 

o likely to remain medically unfit beyond compulsory school age; 

o in custody for four months or more (and will not return to the school afterwards); or 

o permanently excluded. 

Schools should inform the local authority of any pupil who fails to attend school ‘regularly’ or does not 

attend school for 10 consecutive days without authorisation; schools and/or local authorities may have 

different local protocols. [Missing education for ten consecutive days is a long time and many schools 

and LAs respond much more quickly than that.] 

 

Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) 

The Serious Crime Act 2015 came in to force in July 2015 and with it new legal powers to deal with 

FGM. From a school perspective, it is important to note that a new mandatory reporting duty comes 

into force in October 2015. Once in force, teachers will have a duty to report to police any instance 

where they ‘discover’ that FGM has been carried out on a girl under 18. Unless the teacher has ‘good 

reason’, any concerns of FGM should be passed to the school’s Designated Safeguarding Lead. (It is 

important to note that teachers will become aware of FGM by disclosure, not through physical 

examination.) 

Further information about the FGM duty can be found here: 

 

Prevent Duty 

Much has been written about the Prevent Duty, and the July 2015 changes to Keeping Children Safe 

largely bring the document up to date. Key points include: 



• schools should assess the local risks of being drawn into terrorism, including supporting 

terrorist ideology 

• schools should be able identify individual students who may be at risk; 

 

 


